
About FNIS 400
The practicum is intended to give students the opportunity to work on research projects in
partnership with Indigenous communities and organizations. While we do have some
university requirements that projects must meet, especially in research ethics review
processes, the guiding principle of the research practicum is that projects are based on
your ideas and are designed to meet your needs. Students work about 8 hours a week on
the projects. Preliminary work generally begins in mid-October with the bulk of work
starting in mid-November. The practicum concludes in February.

The Practicum Process
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Research
Practicum
Information for Partners

The Practicum process begins with a partners meeting in September. At this meeting you and
representatives from other organizations have an opportunity to meet with students, explain the research
projects you have in mind, and answer preliminary questions. Following that meeting, students will
investigate the projects in which they are most interested and apply to the organizations of their choice. We
encourage students to submit more than one application to ensure that during the interview process both
organizations and students have the opportunity to find a good match. While not every organization receives
a student every year, neither are you obligated to accept a student you do not think would fit well with your
organization. Once you have accepted a student, we will work with you and the student to finalize a project
design, including methodology, timelines, responsibilities, and evaluation criteria. 

Any projects conducted by UBC students that involve interviews, focus groups, or other types of human
research require a mandatory UBC research ethics review process. We understand that projects in Indigenous
communities or organizations may also require additional review processes or adherence with specific
protocols before a student may begin working on those portions of projects. We will work with you and the
student to complete any necessary research ethics applications or paperwork. Before our meeting in
September, we are happy to discuss ideas you may have for our research project. 

If you are interested in attending the meeting, please contact us: (604) 822- 2905 or fnis.practicum@ubc.ca.

We would also like a short description of the research project(s) you have in mind to share with the students
prior to the meeting. Please email your description to us at: fnis.practicum@ubc.ca.

Project Supervision

Your role in supervising a student will vary considerably 
depending on the nature of your project and organization. If, for
instance, you have a student working to organize an
archive, you may need to provide little supervision beyond 
identifying the materials, your conditions for working with them,
and what you hope for as an outcome. If you are directing a
research project in which the student plays a very specific role,
your supervision is likely to be more extensive.

We will work with you and the student to clarify the details and find the best level of supervision.
We will also support the student with help from our end, and we will check in with you routinely
to ensure that the Practicum is functioning smoothly. We also ask students to complete weekly
written progress reports. These reports, which will be emailed to you, allow students and
organizations to check in with one another on a regular basis.

Project Evaluation
We ask supervisors to submit a letter of evaluation once the project is complete.
Where appropriate, we would like the students to present the results of their work
to their host organizations or community.

Project
Types:

Interview Projects

Several students have worked on oral history projects using audiovisual technologies to
document the stories and experiences of people involved in underrepresented histories.
Such projects can provide significant material to organizational libraries and archives. For
instance, one student’s practicum project of the 1981-82 Constitution Express peaceful
Indigenous rights movement established a multi-media historical archive and contributed
to the collections at the Union of BC Indian Chiefs Resource Centre.

Each year there are also opportunities for students to work with political organizations. For
instance, one student worked with the BC Assembly of First Nations to conduct interviews
with community leaders on their attitudes towards self-governance in different
communities.
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Other

Many projects are designed to involve a combination of the skills listed above.

There are also opportunities for Practicum students to fit into existing research projects
under the supervision of experienced researchers, fulfilling a variety of functions as
directed. For instance, a previous Practicum student worked as part of a larger project for
the National Film Board training young Indigenous filmmakers. The organization can
benefit from the timely completion of research, and the student can benefit from a
valuable apprenticeship.
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Many organizations and communities have
archives of materials that have accumulated
over the years, but are unsorted and in storage.
Sometimes the materials are old and
beginning to deteriorate. A project might be
for the student to assess what is in the archive,
sort and catalogue the materials.
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“This year, completing my
practicum with such a supportive

group of classmates and
instructors was the best part of my
year. I learned so much from class

conversations and interactions
with my peers. I am so grateful for

this experience and for the
community that the CIS program

has provided to me.”
– Natalie Cappe

Report Writing

It can be challenging for organizations to find the time, space, and resources
necessary for research. Many organizations are extremely busy managing day-
to-day operations and writing reports demonstrating need or effectiveness to
sustain their work. A Practicum student can fill this gap, compiling the
information, doing the research, and organizing it into an effective and
readable report. The organization can benefit from the report, and the
student can gain valuable research experience.

Report-writing projects can include preparing needs assessments for existing
organizations or proposals for the development of new or extended
organizations. Previous Practicum students have delivered literature reviews,
analytical reports, and position papers for organizations.
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Faculty, staff, and students in the Institute for Critical Indigenous Studies/CIS and its
affiliated programs (First Nations and Indigenous Studies/FNIS, First Nations and
Endangered Languages/FNEL, and the Musqueam Language Program/MLP) recognize
that universities and other research institutions have a long and ugly history of colonial
extraction, abuse, and violence against Indigenous peoples. Our curriculum teaches
students about that history and about ways that researchers can be in more ethical,
respectful, and reciprocal relationship with Indigenous communities.

All Practicum projects for FNIS must follow ethical research protocols and pass a
research ethics review. Research ethics are the methods, practices, and principles of
research that ensure it does as little harm as possible and, whenever possible, makes a
meaningful contribution to the communities and organizations with which we are in
relationship. This is particularly the case with projects that require personal information
from people, such as interviews, testimony, surveys, etc., but also includes
potentially sensitive materials in archives, records, and databases. The purpose of the CIS
Ethics Review is not to interfere with or substitute for an organization’s existing research
ethics processes, but to complement them or, if there are no processes in place, to offer
a template for such work. If your organization already has research ethics protocols,
please let your Practicum student know early in the process.

In advance of Practicum our students receive extensive training in understanding what
research ethics are, how the principles of consent, confidentiality, transparency, and
reciprocity should ground their work, how to observe community and organization
protocols for research, and how to balance the needs and obligations of their
partner organization with their professional responsibilities as a student researcher. 

In early October, after students have partnered with an organization and have developed
a solid plan for the project and its deliverables, students begin a focused research ethics
application, answering a series of questions about the scope of the project, its potential
positive and negative impacts, and mitigation plans for reducing harm. This process
takes a few weeks at minimum, and students work with one another (within the scope
of confidentiality protocols) and with the Practicum instructional staff, as well as with
their organization supervisor(s), to address any potential areas of concern throughout
October and into November.

In mid-November, completed applications are submitted to the CIS Ethics Review
Committee, which includes faculty from FNIS and FNEL, representatives from the
University-level ethics review board, a graduate student with experience in the research
ethics process, and a community member. The Committee examines each application in
detail and responds with questions or concerns. Students must respond to each of the
Committee queries (called provisos) and resubmit to the Ethics Committee Chair.
Sometimes this process can take quite a bit of back and forth, but when
the final provisons have been resolved and approved, the student can then use the
research application plan as a guide for completing their project in a respectful and
responsible way.

At any time, please feel free to contact Daniel Justice or Tanya Bob, Practicum
instructional staff, with any questions you have about the process. Our goal is for this to
be a help, not a hindrance, and to ensure that our students provide the most careful and
accountable research for your shared project together.

For more information about the Practicum,
contact us at fnis.practicum@ubc.ca
or (604) 822-2905

FNIS Ethics Process


